CHAP. Y.

HEL01SA.

347

lard, which were allowed to transpire; and Heloisa, in
the deep devotion of her love, instead of shrinking from
the breath of public fame, thought herself an object of
envy to all her sex. The Canon Fulbert alone was igno-
rant that he had entrusted, in Abelard's own words, " his
spotless lamb to a ravening wolf." When the knowledge
was at last forced upon him, Heloisa fled with her lover,
and in the house of his sister in Brittany, gave birth to
a son, whom he called by the philosophic name of
Astrolabius.* The indignant Canon insisted on the re-
paration of his family honour by marriage. Abelard
consented; Heloisa alone, in an absolute, unrivalled
spirit of self-devotion, so wonderful that we forget to
reprove, resisted; she used every argument, every appeal
to the pride, the honour, even to the love of Abelard,
which are usually urged to enforce that atonement, to
dissuade her lover from a step so fatal to his fame and
his advancement. As a philosopher Abelard would be
trammelled by the vulgar cares of a family ; as a church-
man his career of advancement, which might soar to the
highest place, was checked at once and for ever. Moral
impediments might be got over, canonical objections
were insuperable; he might stand above all but the
inexorable laws of the Church through his transcendent
abilities. Though she had been, though she might be
still his mistress, she did not thereby incapacitate him
for any high dignity; as his wife she closed against him.
that ascending ladder of ecclesiastical honours, the prior-
ate, the abbacy, the bishopric, the metropolitanate, the

* M. Cousin (Nouveaux Fragments
Philosophiques, vol. ii.) has published a
rf>ng Latin poem addressed to his son
vy Abelard. It is in part a versifica-
tion of the Book of Proverbs. Of the

life of Astrolabius nothing is known.
M. Cousin found this singular naroe in
the list of the abbots of a monastery in
Switzerland, of a date which agree*
with the age of Abe'lard's son.